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Hey, Parents!
When we get right down to it, our family’s health is our number one asset. Air 
pollution affects children and the elderly more than other groups. More and more 
Texans are doing their part to clean up the air we all breathe. There’s still a lot we 
can do to protect those we love. 

Clean Air Tips

1   MAINTAIN YOUR VEHICLE

2   DRIVE LESS

3   BUY A CLEANER VEHICLE

4   DRIVE THE SPEED LIMIT

5   REDUCE IDLING

Drive Clean Texas & Roadcents 
Drive Clean Texas offers the Roadcents app to help 
drivers properly maintain their vehicles to reduce 
harmful emissions and save money on gas. Visit 
Roadcents.org and drivecleantexas.org for more 
information.

Drive Texas
DriveTexas is an online map application providing travelers 
with real-time road conditions. The app is accessible via 
desktop, notebooks and mobile phones. Visit drivetexas.org 
or contact 1-800-452-9292 for traffic and weather conditions in 
your area.
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Howdy! My name is Tex! And I’m Dot! We are traveling across Texas.  
And we want to keep the air clean!  



TEXAS
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We have a long way to go. Did you know that Texas is the second largest 
state in the United States? 
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There are lots of ways we can travel. 

We will ride in a car for part of the trip. But we want to make sure the car 
we ride in is clean and well taken care of. 
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Cars that aren’t cared for can make the air dirty. Dirty air is called pollution.
We need clean air to stay healthy. 
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Animals, plants and flowers need clean air too! And don’t  
forget our pets! 

Color the pictures of Texas symbols. These are some of  
the plants and animals you will find in our state.

Armadillo

Longhorn

Cactus

Blue Bonnet

Mockingbird

Monarch 
Butterfly

Question?

Do you know the  
Texas State Motto?

Find out on page 15
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Too much air pollution also hurts 
the ozone. 

What is the ozone?

It is the layer of good gas high above 
us that protects us from the sun. 

Crossword Puzzle

Across
1.  Riding a ________ can help reduce  
 pollution.

4.  ________ is a healthy way you can  
 go short distances.

5.  ________ air is called pollution.

6.  Driving fast uses more ________ .

8.  You can ride to school with your  
 friends in a ________ pool.

Down
2.  ________ makes it hard to breathe.

3.  Mockingbirds get places by   
 ________ .

7.  We need clean ________ to  
 stay healthy.

car
bus

dirty
smog

air
flying

gas
walking
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Air pollution brings the ozone too close to the ground and turns it into 
smog. This makes it harder to breathe.
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We want to do our part to keep the air clean. If we keep our cars in good 
shape we can help make a difference. 
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How else can we ride? We can go in a bus, a train or on a plane. We can also 
carpool with friends. 

All these are great ways to reduce pollution by reducing the number of cars 
on the road. 
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Don’t forget you can ride a bike, skate 
and even walk for part of the trip. 

That’s fun! And it keeps us healthy. 
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You can also do your part by asking one of the drivers in your family  
how they take care of your car. Cars need to be looked after to work and  
be clean. 
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And ask them to drive smart. Don’t go too fast. It’s not safe. And driving 
fast uses more gas.

You can promise not to take too much stuff in the car, too. The heavier the 
car the more gas it uses. 
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We love Texas and are proud of our state. Help Tex and Dot find their way 
to Austin, the Texas state capital! 

Use the words in the list below to complete the sentences

Air quality        ozone        Smog        fumes        Air pollution 

1. __________________ is invisible but it makes the air dirty and unhealthy.

2.  The gases that come from cars are called __________________ .  
 They smell really strong and can be dangerous.

3.  The __________________ protects us from the sun. It can be bad for us  
 when it is close to the ground.

4. __________________ looks like smoke and makes it difficult to see.

5. __________________ tells us how clean and healthy the air is.
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Our state motto is friendship. The name Texas comes from the word Tejas, 
which means friend.

Word Search
Find and circle each of the words from the list below. Words may appear
horizontally or vertically, but forwards only.

   Answer

V Find and circle each of the words from the list below. Words may appear
horizontally or vertically, but forwards only.

Word Search!
Name: Date:

Copyright ©2015 WorksheetWorks.com
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bicycle drive smart carpool Alamo healthy beaches state parks cowboy Lone Star
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bicycle
drive smart

carpool
Alamo

healthy
beaches

state parks
cowboy

Lone Star
walk

bus
fiesta
rodeo
salsa
chili

tacos

Friendship!
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Let’s be friends! Help us take care of air. And we can all breathe easier and  
play together.



Texas Travel Information Centers
The Texas Travel Information Centers create a positive first impression of the 
Lone Star State. Our Travel Information Centers are staffed by professional 
travel counselors who welcome visitors to Texas, help with routings and provide 
information on points of interest, events and road conditions. The centers also 
provide emergency updates and relief for travelers during inclement weather 
events throughout the year. 

Hours of Operation:  
8 am - 5 pm daily; 8 am - 6 pm Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day
     
Closed:
Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas and New Year’s Day

Location Address Contact

Amarillo 9700 E. I-40, Amarillo, TX 79118 (806) 335-1441

Anthony 8799 S. Desert Blvd., Anthony, TX 79821 (915) 886-3468

Austin 112 E. 11th St., Austin, TX 78701 (512) 463-8586

Denison 6801 US 69/75, Denison, TX 75020 (903) 463-2860

Gainesville 4901 N. I-35, Gainesville, TX 76240 (940) 665-2301

Langtry U.S. 90 W. State Loop 25, Langtry, TX 78871 (432) 291-3340

Laredo 15551 I-35 N. at US 83, Laredo, TX 78045 (956) 417-4728

Orange 1708 E. I-10, Orange, TX 77632 (409) 883-9416

Rio Grande Valley 2021 W. Harrison, Harlingen, TX 78552 (956) 428-4477

Texarkana 1200 W. I-30, Texarkana, TX 75503 (903) 794-2114

Waskom 1255 N. I-20 E., Waskom, TX 75692 (903) 687-2547

Wichita Falls 900 Central Freeway, Wichita Falls, TX 76306 (940) 723-7931

Activity answers found at drivecleantexas.org



 DRIVE CLEAN TEXAS

Activity Book  

Texas Department of Transportation, 125 E 11th Street, Austin, TX 78701 • 800.55.TxDOT (89368)  •  www.TxDOT.gov 


